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The subseription price of this paper for & year i Two
DOLLARS, payable in advance. .

A reduetion of 20 percent.(one-fifth of the full charge
will be made to any one who shall order and pay for, at one
time, ten copies of the Weekly E.P" i and s reduction of
25 per _eent. (or one-fourth of the full chargegto any one
who willorder and pay for, at one time, twenty or more
copies.

No accounts being kept for this paper, it will not be sent
to any one unless i’;r in advance, nor any longer than
the time for whieh it ia paid.

THE FORGED PROCLAMATION.

The criminal fraud just practised on the New
York press by the fabrication of the spurious
Presidential prgolamation does not rise to the
dignity of the famous ‘“moon hoax” of Mr.
Locke, but is about as ingenious as the pretended
annual message of President Van Buren to Con-
gress in 1838, though not as innocent as was that
amusing invention. Thia fraud of Wednesday
morning on the press of New York caused a great
sensation in that excitable city until the deception
was discovered, and then the trick itself was the
great topic of the day. It has not been traced to
its authors, although it would seem to have origi-

- nated in New York, and the detectives have been

on the alert.

The spurious document, it appears, was car-
ried to the different printing offices in mani-
fold writing in the semblance of telegraph news,
but at so Jate an hour that it obtained admission in
but two or three journals, the others having gone
to press. Hwen tho proprietors of those papera
which gave currency to the forgery had left their
offices, and the employés who inserted it had no
suspicion that it was not genuine telegraphic news.
The publication of the document, however, was
followed by scrious consequences to the proprie-
tors of the journals thus imposed upon.

We learn from the New York papers reecived
Jast night that Gen. Dix, by direction of the Sec-
retary of War, had on Wednesday suppressed the
two newspapers which gave publicity to the spuriouns
proclamation—the Journal of Commerce and the
World—and ordered the editors of those papers to
be imprisoned in Fort Lafayette. (The latter part
of the order, it appears, was subsoquently sus-
pended.) This seems to us, we must say, a yery
‘harsh proceeding—to inflict a severe punishment
01 eitizens of honor and character for being the
viotims of an infamous fraud. It was punish-
ment enough, we should think, to be made the
innocent instruments of a villanous imposition,
to which all men are liable, without adding the
penalty of damage to their property and incarcera-
tion of their persons. They have published at
New York a protest against the severity of this
proceeding, in which the facts of the case are fully
stated, and which, in justice te them, we place be-
fore our readers.

—

Protest of the Editors of the World and Jowrnal
of Cemmerce.

Wil oblige us by publishing in your columns the
follmlil:u:htamt of 1the proceedings of the Government
this evening towards the World and the Journal of Com-
merce, regarding the pubiication in our morning's issues of
the forged preclamation, purporting to be signed by Pre-
gident Lincoln, appoioting & day of fusting and prayer, and
eslling into the military serviee four hundred thousand men.

‘I'he document in quéstion wes written on the manifold
paper, such as is usud for sll the deapatchen sent to the
soveral newspapors of our associstion, snd hsd every ex-
ternal appearance and mark to identify it as a genuine de-
spatoh arriving in the regular eourse of business.

It was delivered at our office late st night, st the time of
the receipt of our Iatest news—toolate of course for adito-
risl supervision, but, ns it happeued, not bafore our print-
ing offices were .

It was delivered st all or nearly all of the newspaper
offices, and published in u part of the worning editions of
the Journal of Commerce sud World, snd, ss we are in-
formed, in a part of the editions of one or more of our

oontemporaries.

Early this morning the fact that the despatoh had not
been sent by the Agent of the Awssocinted Press became
known to us, and its fraudulent character waes at onoe an-
nouneed upon our bulletin boards, and a reward of five bun-
dred dollars offered by v for the discovery of the forger.
The Executive Committes of the Associsted Press also

a smilar reward of one thonsaud dollars, as the
fraud had been attempted to be perpetrated upon sll the
Journals m-ponnf our association.

We took painé in the afternoon to apprize Gen. Dix of
the faots in the case, and gave bim such information in re-

rd to the circumstanoes of the fo?:ry A8 might sasist
Lim in the discovery of ita mwt:?r'm @ fmmm was
at once n possession of in the ense.

Nam’l.::hn. thin évening Gen. Dix, acting under per-
emptory orders from the Government, our offices
under & stroog wilitary guard, and i warrants for the
arrest of the editors sud proprietors of the World and
Journal of Commeres, and their imprisonment in Fort
Lafayette, A vessel was lying, under steam,at one of the
wharves to convey us thither. :

Chbanging to meet one of the officers of Gen. Dix's staff,
charged with the execution of this order, we proceed-d in
his company to the neadquarters of the Dapartment of the
East, and were infurmed by Gen. Dix that the order for
arreat had been suspended, but that the order for the sup
pression of the publication of the World nnd Journal of
Commeros hxd not been rescinded, nnd that we eonld not
be permittad (o enter 'our offices, which continue undor the
ohnarge of the military guards. )

We proteat against this proseading  'We protest agninat
the assnmption of our complicity with this shameless for-
gory lied in the order for our arrest. We protest
againgt the suppremsion of our Jourarls for the misfortune of
being deosived by a forgery not leas ingenioun nor plausible
than the forged report of the Confederste Beorstary of
‘War, which Beeratary Beward made the basis of diplomatic
action. Prame, SToNg, HALg, & HALLOCK,

J of Commerce.
ManTON MAxBLE, World,
New York, May 18, 1864,

THE REVENUE MEASURES.

A letter to New York, in speaking of the tax
bill of the Hounse, which was re yesterday by
the Iinance Committee of the Senate, says :

“ A number of jmportant amendments bave been made,
eapacially in the provisions of the bill us to the eollection
of the taxes, and also looking toward increasing the amoant
of revenus, Tt in underatood that the exigencies of the
Government, at the present time requiro an increase of
sixty million dollura revenne over the smount which it is
eatiniated would be produeed by the Iouss bill, and to
mectre this the committes will report an incresse of the
tax on diskilled spirite from $1 to &1 50, with probably an
additional inerease to $2, to taks effoct on January 1, 1866,
The seotion of the House bill taxing stock on hand is
stricken out. ‘The tax on ¢/gars sud tobsceo has been ro:
vised, with an average inorease of about ten centa per pound
over the amount imposad by the House."

MORE ONE HUNDRED DAYS' MEN.

The 164th Ohio, numbering 5650 men, and 16Gth Ohie
90 0. men, for sposial servioe of one hundred dnya, have
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WASHINGTON: THURSDAY, MAY 26, 1864

CONGRESSIONAL SUMMARY.
TrursDAY, May 19, 1864.

In the 8ENATE a bill reported by Mr. CowaN, from the
Committee on Fioance, to amend the act extending the
time for the withdrawal of goods on bond st San Francisce
and for other purposes, approved February 29, 1864, wes
considered and psssed. Mr, Cowan, from the sawe com-
mittee, also reported » bill to indemnify persons for loss of
property from Sioux Indisn depredations, with & recom-
mendation thatit pass. Tt was not st that time considered.
Mr. HARDING, from the Committes on Publie Lands, re-
ported a bill to amend the aet of September 27, 1850, in
“relution to donation settlers upon public landa in Califor-
nis, and it was passed.

Mr. MorgiLL, from the committee of eonference on the
disagrecing votes of the ‘two Housea on the bill for the
erection of the Territorial Government of Monteno, made
a report recommending that the Henate recede from its
amendment striking out the words  every free white mn-
habitaot " in regard to voters, sud inserting * all citizens
of the U. States,” &o. ~ On & motion to adopt the report
of the committee considerable debate took place between
Messrs. HALE and SUMNER, in opposition to the motion,
and Messrs. MORRILL and WADE jn favor of it. The mo-
tion finally prevailed.

Mr, FesseNDEN, from the Finance Committee, reported
the bill from the House to increase the interval revaoue,
with various amendments thereto, which were ordered to
ba printed.

The Pucific railroad bill wae further discussed on amend.
ments proposed therslo, but was not disposed of when the
Benate adjourned. '

The House OF REPRESENTATIVES passed the Indian
appropristion bill; andgafter some personal explanations
respecting speechss made in racent debates, the conside-
ration of the resiprocity bill was resumed. Mr. PIkE
spoke in favor of abrogating the existing treaty on this
subject, and Mr. ARNOLD advocated a modifieation thereof.
The bill was still pending at the time of adjournment,

Fripay, May 20, 1864.

In the BENATE a bill was introduced by Mr. WiLSON
which proposes to authorize the President to esll into the
Uunited Biates service by draft, for & period not gxoeeding
one yesr, such number of men as the exigencies of the ser-
vice may require. It waa reforred to the Committes on
Military Affnice.

Mr. CoLLaMER onlled up the bill to authorize the
eatablishment of ocean mail steamship eervice be-
tween the United Btates and Brazil, the pending question
being on the amendment of Mr. WILKINSON to carry out
| & contract between the Government of Venezuela and cer-
tain citizens of New York for & semi-monthly live from
that eity to Laguayra and other Venezuelan porte, touch-
ing at 8t. Thomas, Mr. WiLKINSON said if we were to
estublish a line with the slave empire of Brazil, we ought
aleo to embrace this opportunity of extending our com.
meree with the free Republie of Venezuela. Mr CoL-
LAMER urged, as heretofore, that this bill for Brazil should
stand alone, and depreoated this brisging of the slavery
subject into every question. The amendment was re-
jected, and, after some further debate on the general merits
of the messure, it was laid over,

The consideration of the Pusific railroad blll was re-
sumed, and the discussion theron coutinued until the
Benate closed its doors and proseedsd to the eonsideration
ot Executive business, ;

The House oF REPRESERTATIVES agreed fo the re
port of the committee of conference in reference to the dis.
agroeing votes of the two Houses relative to negro suflrage
in the Territory of Montana. Mr. WensTER made the
report. He staled thai the Senate bad amendod the bill
s0 us to sllow colored persons to vote, but that the report
coufined suffrage to white male citizens of the United
Btates and those who bave declared their intention to
become such. The report was eonourred in—yeas 103,
nays 26. The Senste having previously soncurred in this
report, the bill providing a Territorial Government for
Montags requires only the signature of the President to
bacome a law,

Much of the day war occupied in the econsiderstion ol
private bills, & pumber of which were passed.

During the day the Hoon. E. C. INGEBSOLL, 8 Repre.
gentative from Illinoie, was introduced and took his seat-
He fills the vagnoy caused by the desth of the H‘Owen
Lovejoy.

The House adjourned to Monday, in pursusnce of & re-
solution introduced by Mr. Houman, of Indisna, in order
that the mewbers may have leisura to visit wounded offi-
cern and soldiers from their respective districts and see
that they are properly eared for.

SaTurpay, May 21, 1864,

In the BENATE the first business was the presentation
by Mr. LAk of the eredenlisls of Wam. M. FisHpLATT,
elected Benator from Avkaneas by the Genernl Assembly
of that State on the hith iostant to i1l the unexpired term
of Wz, A. Bebastian, resigned. Mr. SAULSBUAY sug-
gested that they should be referred to the Cemmittes on
the Judieiary to inquire into the validity of the elestion.
Mr. ConNEss moved so to refer the eredentials, nud, st
the suggestion of Mr, LANE, the consideration of the mo-
tion was postponed uotil Monday,

Mr. Foor called up the bill relating to the offlee of
Cowmissioner of Publie Buildiogs, He stated that it had
bean twies before under consideration in the Benate and
left unfinished, He repelied the objeetion that had beon
made in the bill, that it was an attack on the Becretary of
the Interior, and explained that it was merely a legitimate
matter of saviog above five thousand doliars per snnum to
the Governmeut, an expense which had been ineurred by
the sppointment by the Secretary of a general superinten-
dent of the Capitol Extension, whieh he held without au-
thority of law, nml was eotirely useloss, sn all the dutine
in this connexion eould be dischrgad by the Commissioner
of Public Buildings, as propossd in the bill. He held as
ridiculous the arguments beretofore made in defence of
the present superintendent, that beeause large smounts
of expenditure had been made during eerimin mouths of
his service an compared with eorresponding months prior
thereto, therefore advantage and economy resulted to the
Government. He did not desire to indieate that the super-
intendent appointed by the of the Interior wus
vot & youog gentleman of fair abilities, 8 good draughte-
man aod peoman, sod had given his serviees in some way
all the while to the Government ; but, if be was oredibly
informed, that genj bad iu no wise given praetiesl
and personsl superintendenes to the progress of this great
nnd costly work to any considerable extent at any time, If
the gentleman must be provided for wnder the Government,
for that appeared now to be the question, he d it
would be i some other employment than this. Mr. LAxe,
of Indinna, indicated hin intention to make some reply to
theae remarks hereafter, and the bill was laid over.

The Pacific railroad bill then eame up as the usfinished
busineas. The bill in ite details was discussed sl conside-
rable length, and various amendwents were adopted, when,
on motion of Mr, Moraax, the SBenste went into Execu-
tive session, and subsequently adjourned.

The Housk of REPRESENTATIVES did not sit on Satur-
day, having sdjourned from Friday to Monday.

‘MonnAy, Mav 23, 1864,

In the SENATE a messags was received from the Seo-
relary of War, in responss to a resolution of May 12th,
giving n liat of all general officers, regular and volenteer
in the military servios before and sines the commence-
ment of the present war, their respective Stafes, dates of
appointment, confirmation, &o.—aud naming elao those
who have been reJasted, droppad, or resigned.

Mr. MOR@AN introduced a bill which, in effect, repnals
the three bundred commulation olsuse of the surolment
aot, It was referred to the Military Committos,

The bill relating to naval supplies was taken up, on mo-
tion of Mr, GRIMES, who spoke ab leagth in defence of the

prrived here,

hends of the naval buresus and against the olass contraot

systom. Mr. HALE replied, also at length, defending the
navy agents and master workmen, buk reiterating his state-
ments as to eorruption in the navy. Mr. DAvIS thoughtit
strange that the Senator should ehargs corruption nnd pro-
poss no measure to punish the eriminals. Mr. DooLrrTLE
afirmad that when the facts of the matter in eootroversy
should be brought to light no officer or olerk of the Navy
Department would be oriminated. _The discussion was
brought to s closs by the arrival oﬂﬁa hour fur taking up
the unfiniched busiusse—the Pagific railroad bill—which
was pasacd, yeas 23, nays 5.

In the Hovsk oF REPRESENTATIVES a resolution was
offered by Mr. Davis, of Maryland, from the Cemmittes
on Foreign Affuirs, calling upon the President for copies of
the documents addressed to the French Government, as
mentioned by the Paris Moniteur, to the effect that the
resolutions passed by the Houso relative to the affairs in
Mexico were indefinitely postponed by the Senate, and,
oven if they had been passed by that body, ihe Executive
would not have sanetioned them. This resolution was
unanimouely sdopted.

Mr. Pruyn ssked leave to submit a resolution, which
bad been adopted by his political colleagues from New
York, depouncing the suspension of the New York World
and the Journal of Commercs as & violation of the Conatitu-
tion, subversive of the principles of civil liberty, snd as such is
censured by the House. Objection having been made, Mr.
PruvN moved s suspensiou of the rules in order that he
might iotroduee the resolution, which motion was dis-
agreed to—yens 54, nays 79.
Mr. Dawgs, of Massachusetts, from the Committee on
Electiovs, reported a resolution that Messrs. Chandler,
Begar, and Kitohen, who have been denied seats as Re-
presentalives from Virginia, be allowed mileage for one
session, aud monthly pay till the passage of the resolations
in their respective cases. Mr. D. stated that Mr. Chan-
dler is dietriot attorney in the eastern distriot of Virginia,
but receives no salary, his compensstion being paid i
feea, probably two thousand five hundred dollars per an-
num. After some conversstion Mr. Chaudler's name was
stricken out and the resolution, as thus amended, was
passed —yoas G0, nays 57.
On motion of Mr. CoOFPFROTH, it was resolved, the Sen-
ate ecncurring, that the two Houses adjourn on the Gth of
June. :
The executive, legislative, and judicial appropristion bill
was tahen up, and various smeudments proposed thereto
by the Senate were considered and determined. The
House then sdjourned. ]
TurspAy, May 24, 1864.

In the SBENATE a favorable report was made by Mr
Vax WinkLg, from the Committes on Finance, on the
Huuee bill to punieh and prevent the eounterfeiting of eoin
of the United States,

On motion of Mr, CoLLAMER the bill to suthorize the
estublishment of ocean mail steamship service between
the United States and Brazil was taken up and pussed,
yeus 21, gays 14

Mr. McDouGALL submitted a resolution thet the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be discharged from the fur-
ther consideration of the joint resolution of the House
relative to the establishment of monarchical institutious in
Mexioo, under European iufluence, which was laid over.

Mr, WaDE reported from the Committee on Territories
a joint resolution to amend the charter of the city of Wash-
ington. He asked that it be taken up, as it relsted to
voters in this city, and the election was approaching.
Mr. JoHsSON inquired what was the difference between
this and the present law. Mr. WADE said it simply pro-
vided for the deficiencies in the present lsw as regards
registration. At present voters could not be registered
after a certain period, some months at times prior to the
election, and by this bill they eould be registered up to
and ineluding the day of elestion. Mr. JonNsoN ssid
there should be soms convenient period fixed whereat the
registration should cease, prior to the dsy of election.
This was sbeolutely necessary. It might be only three or
five days. Mr. WADE said he had no objection to such an
smendment. Afier passing the joiot resolution to its
second reading it was laid over. This bill appears to us to
confer the right of voting without regard to the present
lnws requiring a poll-tax for the benefit of the publie
sehools.

On motion of Mr, F'esSENDEN, the-internal revenue bill
wns then taken up and discussed. The amendments of
the Finanee Committes of the Senate wers in geueral
agroed to, but the bill was not disposed of ut the time of
adjournment.

In the Hovse oF REPRESENTATIVES, the Committes
on the Judiciary was, on motion of Mr. WiLsoN, instruet-
ed to inquire into the expedieney of reporting a bill for
the holding of the United States Distriet Court of Virgina
at Alexandrin

The Benate’s smendments to the national eurrency bill
having beea taken up, Mr, HoOPER unsuccessfully moved
that the House non-concur 1o them and ask of the Senate
n committes of eonference. Mr. HoLmax then moved
that the amendmenta be laid on the table ; bul this motion
wha also disagreed to—neas 56, naye 80. The House then
proeseded, under the operation of the previous question, to
not upon the awendments. The majority of them were
consurred in, but, aa some were disagreed to, the bill will
&0 back to the Senate.

A bill was pussed to incorporate “ a newsboys' homs"
in the eity of Washington.

Tha bill proposing to terminade the “ Canadian reeipro;
city treaty” was sgain taken up, when Mr. Davis, of New
York, made a speach ageinst it. The bill is still pending.

Wepnespay, Arrir 25, 1864,

In the BENATE » memorial was presouted by Mr. Jouw-
80N, from (he Bank of New Orleans, (La.) praying to be
ralieved from the tax on deposites under the national bank
bill, so far na desposites have bean made in it of Confede-
rate funds. The memorial represents that during the
possession of the eity of Now Orlasnn by the Conlederstes
the Bank waa foroed to take such sums .on deposite, with
the right to pay in like eurrency, bul after the ocoupation
by Gen. Buatler he compelled them to pay in gold and
silver or currency. The mewmorial aske the wilhholding
of the tax till the Bank shall have an opportunity of test-
ing the legality of the contract. It was referred to the
Committee on Finanoe.

Mr. BuMReR, from -the Commitlee on Slavery and
Freedmen, reported back the bill to establish & Buresu of
Freedmen, with a substitue therefor,

Mr. TrRuMBULL, from the Judicinry Committes, report-
ed back the resolution for taking the census in 1865, with
a recommendation that it be passad.

Mr. LANE, of Kaneas, submitted a resolution that the
Committes on Indian Affsirs bo requested to consider the
question of confiseating the reserves of all Indian tribes
who wre or huve been in arms agaiost the Guovernmsnt,
and providing homes for the loyal members of such tribos,
and to report by bill or otherwine,

Mr. Erracur offered the following presmble and reso-
Iution :

Whereas large corps have been sud are now being or-
gonized in the wilibary servios of the United Btates with-
out the adyice and consent of the Senate in the appoint-
went and commirsioning of the officers : Be it tharetore

Resolved, 'T'hat the Committes on Mili Affaira be
nnd they hereby are directed to inquire into expedien-
oy of reporting & bill to the Benate requiring tha ali np-
pointments in the servise aforesaid, heretolore made, or
which may berenfter be made, shall have the sdvice and
consent of the Seoate, ss provided by law in other cases,
and that the commissionn of all offisers not rec:iving the

advios and cousent of the Sanata to their nomination will
axpire with Lthe present session of Congress,

In reply to an inquiry by Mr. WiLsox in regard to the

resolution, Mr, BPRAGUR said the Government waa organ

izing & large negro and invalid foree and appointing officers
to it without the advize and eonseat of the Senate, This
he thought should not be. The resolution was passed,

Mr. MoRGAN, from the Committee on Military A ffairs,
reported back the bill to prohibit the discharge of parsons
from lisbility to military duty by reason of the payment of
mouey, &, with amsndment, consisting of the following
additional sections :

Bec. 2. That nothing in the aet spproved February 24,
1864, amending the aet npproved Merch 3, 1863, for en-
rolling and ealling out the national forees, shall be con-
struad to repeal that part of the said act approved March
3, 1863, which requires that the board of enrolment, in
making drafts, shall  make a draft of the required number
aod fitly per eent in addition.”

Bee. 3 That seotion 12 of the “ Aet for enrolling and
calling out the nutinnul forces aud for other purposes,’ ap-
proved Murch 3, 1803, be aud is bhereby so smended that
the notios to be served on drafted men may be served
within ten days after sush draft, or at any time within six
months therefrom.

M WAbE offered the followiog, which was adopted : <

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi-
eate b Lhy Bouate, if vot incompatible with the public in-
terest, any correspondence between the Becretary of Btate
and tha Mexican Mivistar, in relation to the courss of trade
between Frauee sod the United States while Frauee aud
Mexico wére al war with each other, in articles suppossd
tolbe ir derogation of the rights of neutrals; snd also all
other information in possession of the Government relative
to the present eondition of affairs in the repubiic of Mexico,
and especiaily upon the attewpt of any Europesn Powers
to overthrow republican institutions on this continent, with
a view of establishing monarchical forms of goversment in
their stead.

Mr. HALE introduced a bill to provide for the efficiency
of the pavy by the transfer of persons from the military to
the naval service,

The eonsideration of the bill to ineresse the internal
revenue was resumed, and discussed on the swendments
propoeed thereto by the Benate's Committee on Finance.
Oune of these ameudments was ameunded 8o as to make the tax
on a barrel of ale, beer, or other fermented liquors one
dollsr and twenty-five, instead of vne dollar aud filty cents
The other amendments of the Fivance Committes, so far
s the bill progressed, were rotained.

In the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVSS o report was
made by Mr. MORRILL, from the committee of conference
en the disagreeing votes of the two Houses in relation to
the pay of colored troope, as provided for in the arwy bill.
Tue report makes a distivetion in favor of such of those
troops as were promised pay equal to the white soldiers,
leaving other similar questions to be determined necord-
ing to the law. MMr. BTEVENS opposed the report. He
suid that on & prior day the House passed, by s large
vole, a provieo that all free eolored men shall receive the
full pay of white meu. The eommittes of conferense have
disearded this instruction, und have adopled the Senate’s
smondwent with an amendment. Mewmbers of thiz Hounse,
he said, should not dodge the question. He would prefer
losing the bill to abandoniog the principle of giving full
pay to those men for services rendered in the Union srmy.
Mr. BPAULDING advoosted the paying of all eolored sol-
divrs the same ss white men, without distinetion as to the
time of entering the service. Mr. GARFIELD was aguinst
paying men money they had no right to expect. It would
be s gratuity to give to black men what would not be
given to white men. Other gentlemen engaged in the de-
bate ; among them Mr. Tuaver,of Pennsylvania, who
claimed simple justice to all colared troops slike. The
discussipn wass lurther gontivued--the paints invoived
being whether the colored troops who entered the service
prior to the lst of Jsnuary last should recsive the same

pay as white soldiers, or wheth-r the provision should not
be extended to #l colored troops alike. The House re
jeoted the report, and asked suother ecommittee of eun.
ference.

The reciprocity bill was again taken up. Mr. Erior
aod Mr, PruvN wade speeches in favor of appointing
commissioners to not with those™who may be appointed
by the British Provinces, with n view to establish more
perfect reciprocity betwoen the two countries. Mr.
SpaLpisG and Mr. KeLLoGe sddressed the House in
favor of repealing "Lhe treaty, after which the House
adjourned.

CONVICTED OF FRAUD.

Balomon Kohnstamm was convieted on Satarday last,
in the Circuit Tourt of the Unitad States at New York,
of haviug defrauded the Government., It i more than &
year sinee he was arrested oo aocount of these fraudulent
olaims, He was first sent to Fort Lafayetts, but was
tranaferred from thenes to the Old Capitol prison at
Washing'on, sud, after being eonfined thers some tims,
was relsased, nud thesa proceedings wers commenced.
Forty seven indictments were found agninst him last June,
on ove of which the Government elected to proceod against
him, and, after geversl postponements of the casn, sucesed-
ed in bringing it to trial. The cass which was made out
agninst the accused was briefly this:

On the 24 of August, 1962, thera was paid to him at the
disbursing oMee in New York s sheck for $9,173 79, be-
ing the smount of eighteon bills agsinst the Government
for the subsutence nod lodging of reernite. Ove of these
bills was n bill of one Louis Pleffsr, of Albany, for the
amount of $1,306 and thie was the bill for the presentation
of whieh this one of the forty-seven ifdietments sgainst
Kohustamm was found. The Government proved slso
that all that was due to Pfeffer was lass than 8100,

No testimony was given of the netual prescnistion of the
bill at the dishureing offios, and the defenos made quite s
point of this (ailure of proof, as they eslled it, for it was
the presentation of the bill for which the nocused was in-
dicted. This point, however, was disposed of very sum-
marily by Juige Nelson, who told the Jury that the inct
that Kohnstamm got the mooey on the bill was evidence
enough that be presented it, either in person or by an sgent,
which was plainly the common sense view of the matt-r.

There remsined the quesiion of Kobhnstumm's
knowledge that the bill was false. On this printeue
Government gave some direct evidenee and some in-
direot, They produced thd testimony of the Lieu-
tenant Colonel of the regiment lor which PFfler's
bill was inenrred ; that he was applied to by Kohostamm's

cortify to the correoineas of the bill, and refused be
onuse it was falee, They proved also that six or seven
other bille, whioh were also pressoted by Kohnatamm
about the anme time, and paid to him, were all falas—nome
of them having no foundation whatever, sud others being
swelled up trom $200 to over $1,000, and from $300 to
over §2,000, &o. ‘I'hey proved the faisity of every bill
the court wllowed them to attack. They aleo gave evi
denoe which, if the witnesses were to be belioved, showed
that Kohnstamm's oftlca was a regular manufastory of
feaudulent bills; they gave the details of the opeiations,
and the ndvice and instructions which Kobnstamm gave
his agenta for oarrying them out.  IT the witnesses for the
Government were to be believed, hin guilty knowledge
was clear as dayhght,

This testimony against him was met by very little
counter-testimony for the defenos. They did not under-
take to prove the eorrectoess of one of the fraudulent
bills. They did not attempt to contradict the statements
that Kobnatamnm had bought thess bills at merely nominal
prioes. They relied muinly upon eontradietions and im
probabilities in the.testimony of the Government's wit-
unessed, a8 disorediting them before the jury. And by rea-
son of sueh eontradiotions they hoped to get the jury to
dbelievs them and secure an scquittal. The difioulty
was that the testimony had the ugly fact of Kohostamm's
collecting the bills to support it, and the mors the defence
bespaiterad the witnesses, the mors they showed that
Kohnstamm was an associate of a set of villaine, who were
confessodly engaged in swindling the Governmaent

Wo congider the result of the trial as a great publie
benefit. There has been so much fraud in connaxion with
the operations of the Government hors, that it waa full
time that some one shonld be made an axsmpls of, and we
oonsider this sonvietion as an important succoss for the
Gaovarnment, which we hope will be speed.ly followed up.
The ense oxeited great intereat, from thoe standing which
Kohnatamm haw lad in the eommunity, and the eourt-
room was crowded cvery day of the week during which
tho trisl Iasted.—<N. ¥. Times.

CONFIRMATIONS BY THE SBENATE.

In Excontive soasion on Wednesday the SBenstd eonfirm-
ed o Inrge number of nominations, weluding James H.
Cumpbeall, of Pennsylvauia, to ba Miniater at Stookholm ;
Lient. Col, Dahﬁek{ to ba Chiefl Engineer, with the rank
of Brg ide Goneral ; and Hon. Charles Halo, of Massa-
chosette, Coneul Genersl at Alsxaodria, Egypt. There
were more than two hundred army promotions eonfirmed,

THE BECRETARY OF WAR AND THE PRESS,

Promptitude of decision is doubtless of the firat
importance in military action, but the excrcise of
this quality is very dangerous if it be demanded
of ons whose judgment is not safe, An ocousional
lapse of the latter faculty has, as our readers know,
led our impulsive Seoretary of Warinto some un-
fortunate wistakes in military affairs, and, as we
intimated in our yesterday’s issue, his impetuous
though laudable passion for punishing culprits has
just hurried him into the commission of a fresh
error—not a military one, luckily this time, nor
yet a civil onc—butinto the grave error of punish-
ing innocent accessories to an offence in default of
dissovering the guilty instigators and perpotrators.
This error is no less than suspending the business
of his vietims and ordering them to imprisonment,
We allude of eourse to the recent suppression of
two New York journsls and the order to com-
mit their proprietors to Fort Lafayette. We would
not speak in harsh terms of this arbitrary act of
power, nor certainly in terms of the slightest dis-
respect towards the distinguished functionary who
has committed the wrong ; but its injustice is held
to be so flagrant in New York as to have called
forth the condemnation of the public press of 'all
parties in that city. We subjoin the opinions
exprossed by three of its leading Republican jour-
nals.

From the Tribume.

Two of the worning papers of this city are to-day sus-
pended. It is done in consequence of the publieation yrs-
terday in the Juurnal of Cowmeree and the World of the
forged proclamstion, aud, we presume, by order of the
Government. The forged proclamation was sent to every
paper of the Associated Press, except our own, snd in
such n shope as to lead those who received it to believe it
eame from the office of the Asszociation. It was sent, de-
sigoedly no doubt, when it was presumed that it would be
poeu by none of the editors, but would be taken by the
printers and burried into a part of the morving edition of
each paper. That it did vot fiod ita way to this office was
probubly an secident—the editorial rooms being closed,
and the messenger, perhaps, not knowing how to fiud his
way to the priuting ofice—and to this socident it is due
that it was not published in two dther of the worning pa-
pers. In both those offices it beeame known—by the
merest accident in ove of thew, by inquiry in the other—
that we had not received it, aud suapjeion being excited by
that fact, the forged docuwent, though in type, was sup-
pressed in both offices

The forgery was ae ingenious, as to the method of ita
circulation, though uluun:iy in ite style, na it was bold and
wicked. It was intended, no doubt, to sffect the stock
warket, us well as to nullify the influsnes of the news of
Grant's successes, to be takes out by the stenmer yester-
duy. It failed signally in the latter purpose, as it wes ne-
companied by an cfficial denisl of its truth, In Wall
street it was oot wilbout its influcnes, whera no lie is so
big that it caunot be swsllowed,

The real f[sets whieh led to the puhblication of this mon-
strous forgery were not, we prequms, known yesterday in
Washingtoo, or the suspsnsion of the two journals would
not, we suppose, have been ordered. The order, no doubt,
will be revoked to-dny. We hope 1t will; for eertainly no
jouroal should be puvisbed for & mistake which might have
very tly been itted by the most loyal paper
in the lnod. e e

From ihe Commercial Advertiser.

We gave yesterday us full mccounts as could be pro-
cured in regard to the frandulent proclswation which some
of our contewporaries were lad to publish. To-day we
publish the statements of the proprictora and editors of
the World und the Journal of Cowwmerpe, which explain
their cm'.t..t-r.tiuu with this wiatter, and show that they
wera the vietims of a fraud, skilfully played by some one
familiar with the customs of the Associsted Press and of
the newspapers in regard to telegraphic despatches.

It is evident that the journala in question erred ingo-
cently, and that they had no intenhon to wislead, or to ba
parties to the fraud eommitted, 'Tha Tribune hall admita
it would not kave yuestioned the document had it hean
loft at that office, and it was this cmisson to favor the
Tribune that put some other pspers on their gusrd, and
w0 obviated the fatal ueoessity whish led Secretary Stan-
ton to commit lhe grievous error by whish he has again
shown his gontempt for the freedom of the pewspaper
press  Last n'ght, as every body lesrned with surprise
this morning, the «ficea of the World and Jourusl of Com-
merce were tuken in ohargs by troops seting under orders
from Washington. Their publieation was also suppressed.
A further order was issued for the arrest of the editors,
but this wan suspendad. It is 80 short a time sivpe Mr
Bownrd was led to put faith in & forged document, and to
make it the basin of diplomatic sotion, that the Washiog-

" ton suthorities should be lenient to those who sin in the

snme way. The furged rebel navy report has done us im-

mensely more harm than s bogus proclamation possibly

could do. Yetthe “ gontleman in New Y ork™ who lavented

it, and palmed 1t off ae 8 jeu d'esprit, has nol beon troubled,
and the Sceretary of Btate, hus shown no sigos of ndigns-
tian against the suthor. A more recost (raud is the oor-
respondouos botween Lyons aod Jeif Davis, pr rather the

clork of the Intter. The sagnecity even of the highest offi-
cinl may sometimes be wt fault, and he should demand no
more of others than he is willing to sssnme for himeelf.

It is to be hoped that by this time the facts io regard to
the publiestion of this proclagastion sre known in Wash-
ington, wmd that wisdom enough will be wanifested there
to revoke the order ngainst these two journale. It is fully
time that arbitrary and urjustifiable proesdura be brought
to an end. The wentimeut that found expression when
the attempt was made to throttle freedom of debate on the
floor of Congress, has not lost ita fores when pressss nre
surpended for sols comnilted eutirely wilkout design or
thought of criminality.

From the Evening Post.

With our views of the importanes snd inviolability of
the liberty of the preas, our readers will not expeect us to
approve of the suppression of the two newspapers, the
Jouroal of Commarcs and the World, by the suthority of
the Federal Government, ;

If there bo any right which the fonnders of our Govern-
went sought to guard from violation with & specinl care,
it is the right feealy to discuss politieal quest:ons and publie
mesaures by menns of the press, Accordingly, the Coosti-
tution of the United States provides that Congress shall
make no law sbridging the freedom of speech or of the
press, and in avother artiole declaras that * the right of
the people to be secura in their persons, housee, papeisr
and effects, from unressonable searches and seizures, shall
not ba violated.” Tha freedom of the presa is ageorted in
the same srticle of our Constitution as the freedom of reli-
gions beliaf, and guarded from infriogement by the same
explicit termn. Moreover, in every Constitution of every
State in the Union it is expressly stipulsted that eertain
righta are to be oxempted from the ordinary prosesdings
of Government, snd among these 18 the fresdom of the
pross, which is placed om the same high level with the
rights of conscieves nnd the right of the people to amsem-
ble for the purposs of demanding a redress of grievances,
or to bring about a change of adwimstration.

The early statesmen of our country, by whom these con-
stitutiona were made, wore so jealous of the infringement
of thess great I‘i&'ltl that they would not leave it to the
disaretion of any Government, of the States or the Nation,
to interfere with them. Itie, therefore, with pain that we ses
the offioes of any of our Jonrnals entered by the agents of
the Governmant, and their publieation stoppad, st the com-
mand of the Executive. 'Wa do not mean to aay that there
is vo case in which the military powar might not interfere
to pravent the publieation of & newspaper manifestly insti-
gating trenson and rebellion in & rart of the eountry fur
the possession of whish the rebel Government is sontend.
ing with ours, and ia which the suppression of the delin.
quent journal becomen n sort of military necessity. But
the neoessity ought to ba olear, aud the power of inter-
feranoe onght to be eonfined to. the sases wa have men-
tioned. In all vther instanees the punishment of sedition

should be left to the ordivary remedies provided by law.
The publishers of the offsuding journals may be arraigned,

tried, convieted, and sentouced ; and in eases where it is
pretty cortain that they are neenmplices of those who are
8t war with our country mors severe personal measures
may be justified. But to warch s piatoon’ of armed men
‘oto the offies of & journal and stop ite publieation in &
part of the country which has not besn placed, and which
there ia 0o necessity of placing, under wurtial law, is &
proceeding which has & straoge sepect when we eotn pare
it with ths constitutionsl provisions by which the rights of
the press are 8o sedulously guard=d from viulution, :

We eannot, tbarlafura. zut Joia in the ho exprasaed by
sowe of the moruiug papers, that the order for the su
preasion of these jouruale will bs immediately reasinde H
#nd this not #o mueh for the resson that the publishers
might have been entirely unaware that the pretended pro-
clamation was  forgery, as for the higher and slronger
reason that the order is an extreme meseure, suited only
to a state of things which docs wot exist in this commu-
ullly. and for which the plea of uacensity eannot be urged.

t iy a remarkable indication of the hasto with which the
order to suppress these journals wns given, that it in-
cluded the arreat of five ol the operators of the Indepen-
dent Telegraph office in this city, who have been sent to
Fort Lafayette, although it is well known hera that they
had nothing whatever to do with the fulas proclamation,
excopt to send & despatoh to Boston anuounoing it to be
:m:é n!:lmiul imposture. "

@ do not in nny respeot eeek or wish to extenuate
guilt of those who were oonecerned in getting up the l’?:
gery, who gave it cironlation with reason to doubt its gen-
uineness, or who, haviog given 1t eireulation, were turdy
n giving puslie notiee of iis real charucier. The anthors
of this chest and their accomplices ars ss much the in-
struments of the rebel Government as if thoy were ita
talaried spies, and are equully deserving of an ignominious
punishment. As much severity as you please sguinat those
who are guilty of the forgery or w{o favored it—the pub-
lio fesling will mpprove it—but that severity should be
combined with 8 manifest desire to infringe none of thosa
rights of the eitizen which a free Government ought to
cherish with a serupulous regard.

THE NEWSPAPER bUPPlu:HﬁJ.;)N IN NEW YORK.

The fullowing is & copy of the letter from Governor
BEYMOUR, of New York, to the State's Attorney for the
county of New York,which bas been referred to in the talegra~
phie evlumus of some of the newspapars, It direots the Dis-
triet Attorney to investigate, and, if need be, to prosecute
all concerned m the recent seizure of The World and
the Journal of Commerce :

= e SraTe f;;; NEw York,
zecutive Depariment, Albany, Ma "
To A. Oakey HaLy, u’;-q. . Ak
Distriet Attorney of the County of New York. ©
Bir : [ am adviesd that on the 19th iustant the ofce of
the Journal of Commeree and that of the New Yark World
were eotered by armed men, the property of the owners
seized, aud Ihe premises held by foree for seversl daye.
Lt is charged that these acts of violenes weore dope with-
out due legal process, and without the sanction of State
or National lawe. If this be true the cfenders wmust bas
puuished.
In the month of July last, when New York was a soene
of violence, I gave warning that ** the laws of the State must
be an(orl}rd. ita peace nud order maintsined, and the pro-
perty of its citizens protected st every hagard.” The laws
wers enforesd at n &urml cost of blood und life,
The dealaration 1 then wade was not intended merely
for that oeewrion or against any class of men, It is one
of an enduring oharacter, to be neserted at all times and
agaiust all conditious of citisans, without favor or distine-
tivn.  Unless all are made to bow to the law it will be re-
spected by none. Uunless all are made sscure in their
rights of parson and property none ean be protected. I
ths owoers of the above-oamed journals have violated State
or National Iawe they must be proceeded sgainst and
ished by thuse laws. Any sotion against them outside of
legal prooedures is oriminal. At this time of eivil war
tod disorder the wajesty of the law must be upheld or
society will sink into by. Our soldiers in the field
will battle iu vain for eonstitutional liberty if persons or
property or opinions are tram upon st home. We
must not give up home-freadom and thus disgrace tha
Awerican character while our eitigens in the are
poariog out their blood te maintain the nationsl honor.
They must not find when they come baek that their per-
sousl and fircaide rights have been despoiled.

In addition to the genersl obhgation to enforea the laws
of ihe lnod, there are local reasons why they must be up-
held in the ity of New York., If they ure not it eom-
weorce nnd greatness will bs broks=n down. If this centre
of weaith, business, and eoterpri-a ia thrown into disorder
and bavkcupley the National Government will be para-
lyzed. What mukes New York the hesrt of onr eountry T
Wiy ara its puleations felt at the extremities of our land ?
Not through its position slone, but because of the world-
wide belicf that property is safa within its limite from
wag'e by mobs nnd from spolintion by Government.

The laborers in the workshop, the mine, and in the
field, on this eoutinent, and in every other part of the
@loba, sond Lo its merchants, fur ssla or exchsuge, the
products of their tiil. These merchants sre made the
trustees of the wealth of millions living in every land, be-
cause it is believed that in their hands property is safe
under the shield of laws sdministered upon principle and
sccording to known ussges, Thin greal confideuce has
Rrown up in the course of many years by viriis of a paios-
taking, honest performanes of duty by the busioess men
of your eity. Ia this they have besn nided by the an-
forcement of lawa based upon the solemuly recorded
pledges that ** the right of the peopls to be seoure o their
peraous, houses, papors, and eff-ots against uorensonable
senrohes and seizures shall not be violated, and that no
one shall ba deprived of libarty or property without due
process of law,”
For more than eighty years have we as a peopls been
buiiding up thia universal faith in the sanetity of our juris-
prudenoe. It is this wiich earries our commercs apon
every ocean and brnga baek to our merchants the weslth
of every olime. It is now eharged that, in utter disregard
of the senaitivaness of that faith. at & moment when nationsl
oredit ia undergoing n fenrful trial, the organs of commeroe
aro soized and held, in viglation of constitutional pledges ;
that this sct wae done in & public mart of your great city,
and was thus foreed upon the notiee of the commercial
ngents of the world, and they were showa in an offensive
w:'r that property i seizad by military foree and arbitrary
orders,
Thoess things nre more hurtful to the national honor and
strength than the lees of battles. The world will eonfound
such acts with the principles of our Government, aud the
fally nod orimes of officiale will be Jocked upon as the
uatural results of the spirit of our institutions. Our State
and toesl suthonitien must repel this ruinons infereace. If
the merchants of New York are not willivg to have their
burbor senled up nod their ecommeres paralyzed, they murt
unite in this demand for the seourity of persons and pro-
perty.  1f this s not done, ths world will withdraw from
their kaeping its treasures nnd its commeros. History bas
taught sil that ¢ Meinl violation of law in Mmes of eivil war
and disorder goes bafore aeta of spolistion and other mea-
sures which destroy the safeguards of eommeres
I oail upon you to look into the facts connscted with
the seigure of the Jourosl of Commeres and of the New
York World, If thess sets were illogal, the offsuders
must be punished. o making your inquiries and in prose-
cuting the partiea jwplested, you will eall npon the
sberifl of the county aud the hends of the poliee dbpart-
ment for any neaded fores or asistanos he failure to
give this by any official under my eontrol will be desmed
a stiMicient causo lur his removal,
Very respectiuily, yours, &o

HORATIO SEYMOUR. *

SALES AI' THE NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE

' Vesterday, May 25th, 1564,

Furnished by STEUART & Co,, Bavkers, Fillesnth street
First Board, Second RBoard,

U. 8 Coupons of 1881 .c.cuae ... 1144 114
U 8 5 Goupon Bonde....... 106§ ° ‘-tﬂt
Willndesnaviih oot s ais duswv 1514 1544
Conbod.ccncnoann.. ... 434 43
Cumberland. ... T4 754
Central Conl.......... Ti4 7l
Quiokailver ... cocvannnnnn.. 708 82
Paoiflo Mail.....ccivenneeee.. 395 234,
New York Contral...s cevevunn.. 1334 13
Etisssrsdcnavss seancncani von I 115
Hodwon River.... .ccovnveveas 48 1
Hatlotm .conec secccs cocncsnanns 200 as0
Rending «.cane csséendua’s cswalis 1 1

M ohigan l.}mtrnl......‘.........l"ssi lm
Michighn Southers ... .c.......100 jL
Ilinoia Centenl.coaan oo venae. 132 131
Cleveland nid Pittabarg. ... ... 11 115
Galeon and Cbioago............ 136 136
Cleveland snd Toledo. ... ... .. 1 1494
Chicago and Kook Ieinnd . 14 15
Toledmnd Wabsab..........__ 71 71
Pittsburg, Fort Wayne, & Chio'o. 1164 117
Htale of Markeb.............. Stealy.  Weak,

During tha onoal break a feny days ago in New York

Htate, the jam of bonts extended thirty five miles west
the Whitesboro' oanal, P _—



